
SERIES: MAKING HOLES
MAKING HOLES IN STEEL USING A  
TUNGSTEN CARBIDE HOLE CUTTER

WORK SAFELY WITH STEEL BlueScope recommends safety precautions are taken when working with steel – protect yourself 
with long sleeves, steel-capped boots, gloves and safety glasses and ensure you have the right tool for the job.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT TRUECORE.COM.AU OR CALL BLUESCOPE STEEL DIRECT ON 1800 738 576 The information and advice contained in this 
guide is of a general nature only and has not been prepared with your specific needs in mind. You should always obtain specialist advice to ensure that the materials, approach and 
techniques referred to in this guide meet your specific requirements. BlueScope Steel Limited makes no warranty as to the accuracy, completeness or reliability of any estimates, 
opinions or other information contained in this guide and to the maximum extent permitted by law, BlueScope Steel Limited disclaims all liability and responsibility for any loss 
or damage, direct or indirect, which may be suffered by any person acting in reliance on anything contained in or omitted from this Bulletin. TRUECORE®, BlueScope and the 
BlueScope brand mark are registered trade marks of BlueScope Steel Limited. © 2018 BlueScope Steel Limited ABN 16 000 011 058. All rights reserved.
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Making holes in steel using  
a tungsten carbide hole cutter

Most holes are already pre-punched in steel 
framing by the fabricator, however, there may 
be times when you need to make extra holes 
on site. Tungsten carbide cutting tools are 
recommended for their cutting accuracy.

Tungsten carbide is a chemical compound 
containing equal parts of tungsten and 
carbon. In its most basic form it is a fine 
grey powder, but can be pressed and formed 
into shapes for use in industrial machinery 
and tools. 

The tungsten carbide compound, that makes 
the cutting tool, is more dense than steel 
so can withstand higher temperatures than 
standard high-speed steel tools. With correct 
use, tungsten carbide tools will have a longer 
life span than conventional hole saws.
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Remember to use lubricants when cutting 
to enhance tool life, increase the efficiency 
of the cutting action and make it easier on 
your battery.

The cutting efficiency of the tungsten carbide 
cutters makes them very suitable for large 
penetration holes. See Making penetration 
holes using a tungsten carbide cutter.

As with any hole cutting action, swarf 
will be created. It’s important to remove 

swarf to avoid the risk of corrosion. For a 
professional result, clean off any swarf on 
the metal surface – a good magnet will easily 
and quickly pick up swarf from a base plate.
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Screw fixing steel  
building frames (continued)
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‘Quik-Drive Pro’ stand-up extensions fix timber 
or fibreboard to steel frames easily and efficiently. 
The stand-up extension enables you to work 
standing up in a comfortable ergonomic position 
preventing the need to bend down to fix.

The ‘Quik-Drive Pro’ tool can be purchased 
with adaptations to fit many screw gun 
drivers on the market today.

Collated screw magazines are easily inserted 
or removed into the ‘Quik-Drive Pro’ tool.

Ensure you have the correct fastener for 
the job. Fastener suppliers will provide 

you with the specific fastener you need for 
any job in steel. Go to truecore.com.au/
tradies for more information on the tools 
you need.
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